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HARARE, Zimbabwe—Zimbabwe’s first election in four decades without former strongman
Robert Mugabe on the ballot was meant to be the country’s ticket back into the fold of the
international community.

But a violent military crackdown on protesters and questions over the vote count have greatly
complicated the task of the winner of Monday’s election, President Emmerson Mnangagwa.

A longtime ally of Mr. Mugabe, Mr. Mnangagwa deposed the nonagenarian with the help of the
military in November. Since then, the man nicknamed the Crocodile had been trying to show his
softer side, hoping to lure the foreign investment and concessionary loans his cash-strapped
government desperately needs.

“This [week] confirms some of the strongest fears of the international community, that is that
he is not significantly different from Mugabe,” said Charles Laurie, who analyzes political risk
in the country for England-based Verisk Maplecroft.

Investors and foreign governments, led by Zimbabwe’s former colonial master, the U.K., have
been eyeing a new relationship with the southern African country.

Its rich mineral reserves include platinum, diamonds and the lithium that powers the batteries
in electric cars and mobile phones. And Zimbabwe’s population of 17 million is considered one
of the best educated on the African continent.

But hours after the electoral commission declared Mr. Mnangagwa the winner of the
presidential vote, police in antiriot gear on Friday stormed a Harare hotel where local and
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Tainted Election Victory Complicates
Zimbabwe’s Recovery
President Emmerson Mnangagwa is aiming to lure the foreign investment and concessionary loans his
cash-strapped government desperately needs

Movement for Democratic Change leader Nelson Chamisa, center, holds a press conference in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Friday.
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foreign journalists, along with international election observers, were awaiting the smooth-
talking opposition leader Nelson Chamisa.

The raid was an unexpected gift for the 40-year-old lawyer and part-time pastor, who has been
claiming, without showing concrete evidence, that he is the true winner of the vote.

“This cannot be the behavior of the people who have won,” he said, after the officers had left.
“This is the behavior of the people who have lost.”

Election observers have flagged concerns over the environment in which the vote was
conducted, including threats of violence and pressure from state-media and traditional leaders.
Several of Mr. Chamisa’s party colleagues have been arrested in recent days.

The observers also condemned what they said was excessive use of force when soldiers toting
automatic weapons clashed with opposition protesters on Wednesday, leaving six civilians
dead.

They reserved final judgment on the election, saying that without detailed results for each
individual polling station, it was too early to say whether the various issues were enough to
sway the vote in favor of Mr. Mnangagwa and his ZANU-PF party.

On Friday, a local observer group said that its own checks of the results for 750 polling stations
suggested that Mr. Mnangagwa had indeed beaten Mr. Chamisa, but it was less clear on
whether his vote tally had surpassed the 50% needed to avoid a runoff.

According to the official results, Mr. Mnangagwa received 50.8% over Mr. Chamisa’s 44.3%.

In a news conference, Mr. Mnangagwa said the police who raided the hotel were acting on
intelligence that there was likely to be violence. He also said foreigners would be part of an
investigation into the deaths during Wednesday’s protests, while insisting that overwhelmed
police had the right to call in support from the military.

“The time for politics is now behind us,” he said. “Now begins the time for work and
progress.”

There definitely is a lot of work. To secure a much-needed bailout from the International
Monetary Fund, Mr. Mnangagwa first has to find money to pay off $2.3 billion in overdue loans
and unpaid interest from other public lenders. To shed U.S. and European Union sanctions, he
has to compensate white farmers who were driven off their land in the late 1990s and early
2000s. And he will have to cut a budget deficit that last year touched 14% of gross domestic
product.

How much progress there will be is another question.

The U.S. State Department said Friday it would review data on the election before making an
assessment. The European Union declined to comment on the results, saying the election
process was ongoing.

Supporters of the newly elected Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa celebrate in Harare on Friday. PHOTO:
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Investors were also paying attention. An
official from a development finance
institution of an EU country who was
supposed to visit Zimbabwe next week
put his trip on hold. He said, though, that
an investment in the country wasn’t off
the table for good: “We hope to get there

later.”

Mr. Laurie, the political-risk consultant, said that despite a bad start, Mr. Mnangagwa’s project
to bring in foreign money wasn’t doomed just yet.

“It is early days and with the right commercial incentives investors can have a short memory,”
he said.

Write to Gabriele Steinhauser at gabriele.steinhauser@wsj.com
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