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HARARE, Zimbabwe—Tens of thousands of jubilant Zimbabweans celebrated what they
considered the end of President Robert Mugabe’s 37-year rule in the capital Saturday, and
demanded a formal transfer of power days after the military’s takeover.

Protesters from all over the country, many wrapped in the nation’s five-color flag, danced to
liberation songs blasting from speakers suspended by cranes, and took selfies with soldiers, at a
parks, roads and public squares across the capital.

One venue, a park in Harare’s southern Highfields district, was highly symbolic: On April 18,
1980, celebrations began there to hail Mr. Mugabe, then a liberation hero, as he declared
Zimbabwe’s independence from white-minority government.

“We imagine we are in heaven. We suffered a long time,” said Clara Mandaza, 32 years old,
who drove for 18 hours from Mozambique, where she sells secondhand clothes, to join the

rally. “We are waiting for a good president—Mnangagwa, Mujuru, Tsvangirai, we don’t care,”
she added, listing the country’s highest-profile politicians.
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Zimbabweans Rally for Removal of Mugabe
After military takeover, crowds demand a formal transfer of power
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Zimbabweans watch President Robert Mugabe’s televised address Sunday in downtown Harare. Mugabe baf�led

the country by ending his speech without resigning. BEN CURTIS�ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The celebrations came despite resistance from Mr. Mugabe to step aside after days of talks with
military generals, who seized control of the government on Tuesday and placed the president
and his wife, Grace, under house arrest.

Zimbabwean state television reported the president would meet the generals for another round
of negotiations on Sunday.

Still, the rally, along with a Friday resolution from the ruling ZANU-PF calling for Mr. Mugabe to
resign, marked a stinging rebuke to the 93-year-old from a party he helped found.

The gathering was approved and backed by Zimbabwe’s military, underlining the consensus
between the party and the military to push Mr. Mugabe, the world’s oldest head of state, from
power. Zimbabwe’s powerful association of war veterans was joined by civil society and
opposition groups—an unprecedented show of unity by groups that have been opposed for
decades.

A spokesman for the veterans association called on protesters to march to Mr. Mugabe’s private
residence, known as the “blue-roof” mansion, where he was detained along with members of
close family. WhatsApp messages between protesters amplified the call.

By Saturday afternoon, a small crowd was gathering by the access road to the mansion.

“The soldiers [guarding the access road] told us we should wait until there’s a little bit
more people,” said one man waiting next to his car, as more vehicles and buses rolled up.

“We want to confront the old man to step down, face to face.”

Close to the residence, at a military checkpoint sealing the road, hundreds of people were
waiting next to their cars, playing liberation songs from their stereos and honking horns. “We
don’t want an altercation, we’re just here to make a statement,” said one protester. “We don’t
want to die. We want to live in the new Zimbabwe.”

The military sent Zimbabweans using the state-owned cellphone provider a text message
calling for calm while marching.

Among the neatly printed posters were some calling for charges to be dropped against Maria
O’Donovan, an American journalist for a Zimbabwean online news site who was arrested earlier
this month for allegedly retweeting a message disparaging Mr. Mugabe.

“If there is ever to be a Zimbabwean Spring, today’s marches are the first green shoots to
come,” said Charles Laurie, a Zimbabwean analyst at risk-management consultancy
Maplecroft. “For the first time in 37 years, Zimbabweans stood today as a united people.”

“I’m optimistic that what we have today is better than what we had yesterday,” said Sten
Zvorwadza, the head of an association of more than 100,000 street vendors who started
protesting against the Mugabe regime last year. Mr. Zvorwadza said he has lost count of the
number of times he has been detained by police. “What will follow will be guided by the spirit of
the people of Zimbabwe.”

The atmosphere was festive as a series of speakers began to address the crowds and call for a
change. Crowds climbed into tree branches, craning for a better view. Others waved at drones
circling—and filming—overhead.

“We love ZANU-PF, but we no longer love this old man,” said Grace Chimuti, 38, whose work as a
cross-border trader bringing good from South Africa dried up as the economy soured. “If he
refuses to resign he should remain in house arrest. We don’t want to see him. It’s better to have
a military government than him.”

“I’m so proud to be in Zimbabwe as a Zimbabwean now,” said Mary-Jo Van Aardt, a white
retired coffee farmer who lives down the road from Mr. Mugabe. “I haven’t experienced a single
bit of unease or aggression all day.”

Write to Joe Parkinson at joe.parkinson@wsj.com and Gabriele Steinhauser at
gabriele.steinhauser@wsj.com
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